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at one time, and foinething elfe at another ; but the real luxury 
does not confill in the article, but in the means of procuring it, 
and this is always kept out of fight. 

1 know not why any plant or herb of the field fhould be a 
greater luxury in one country than another, but an overgrown 
eftate in either is a luxury at all times, and as fuch is the proper 
objea of taxation. It is, therefore/ right to take thofe kind 
tax-making gentlemen up on their own word, and argue on the 
principle themfelves have laid down, that of taxing luxuries. If 
they, or their champion Mr. Burke, who, I fear, is growing out 
bf date, like the man in armour, can prove that an ellate of 
twenty, thirty, or forty thoufand pounds a year is not a luxury, 
i will give up the argument. 

Admitting that any annual fum, fay for inflance, one thoufand 
pounds, is necefiary or fufheient for the fupport of a family, con- 
fequently the fecond thoufand is of the nature of a luxury, the 
third dill more fo, and by proceeding on, we fhall at laft arrive 
at a fum that may not improperly be called a prohibitable luxu- 
ry. It would be impolitic to fet bounds to property acquired by 
induftry, and therefore it is right to place the prohibition be- 
yond the probable acquifition to which induftry can extend ; but 
there ought to be a limit to property, or the accumulation of it, ' 
by bequeft. It Ihould pafs in fome other line. The richeft in 
every nation have poor relations, and thofe often very near in 
.confanguinity. 

The^ following table of progrelTive taxation is conftm< 5 led on 
the above princfples, and as a fubftitute for the commutation- tax. 

It will reach the point of prohibition by a regular operation, and 
thereby fupercede the ariftocratical law of primogeniture. 
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On the nineteenth ditto — — ^ ° 

On the twentieth ditto — — 

On the twciity-lirft ditto — — * ^ 

On the twenty- fccond ditto — — * 

On the twenty-third ditto — — 20 

The foregoing table (hews the progreftion per pound on every 
progreftive thoufand. The following table ftiews the amount df 
the tax on every thoufand feparateiy, and in tne laft column, the 
total amount of all the feparate fums collecfted. 
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At the tweiity- third thoufand the tax becomes twenty ftaillings 
in the pound, and confequently every thoufand beyond that lain 
can produce no^pn^fit but by dividing the eftate. Yet formid- 
able as this tax appears, it will not, I believe, produce fo much 
^ the commutation tax ; Ihould it produce more, it ought to be 
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